
 

 

This list helps you with the preparations before your home goes on the market.  This checklist is not by any means 
extensive, but it is a great start! 
 

 PREPARATION BEFORE THE PHOTO SHOOT 
 Spruce up the front entry way (First Impressions Are Everything) 

 Declutter and deep clean your home 

 Depersonalize your home (family photos, flyers, and kids’ art on the fridge.) 

 Clear off kitchen counters/Island, bathroom vanities & Dinining/breakfast tables 

 Put away pet toys and pet beds 

 Clear away stacks of paperwork, newspapers, magazines 

 Hide Tissue Boxes, wastebins and TV Remotes 

 Put away shampoo and conditioner bottles in showers and tubs. 

 Make all beds and put away clothing and shoes 

 Schedule pool cleaning and landscape services before the photoshoot 

 Schedule cosmetic repairs, touch up paint, and haul away old items. 

 Power wash or sweep exterior decks, patios, driveways, walkways 
 

 DAY OF THE PHOTO SHOOT 
 Your listing specialist will arrive 30 minites before to help with final touches 

 Have a bowl of fresh fruit in the kitchen. 

 Bottle of wine and two wine glasses as staging props for the back yard. 

 Food and drink make great props! 

 Straighten or replace towels and put away bathroom mats 

 Take off pool and spa covers 

 Turn on water features, fountains, pool waterfalls and spouts 

 Open outdoor umbrellas and put outdoor furniture cushions out. 

 Use staging to inspire the buyer to "step into the photo" seeing themselves not only owning 

 the property but creating wonderful memories in it. 



 Keep your home clean and consistent 

 Neutralize odors with a good candle, fragrance diffuser, or scented plug-in 

 Trick the senses: brew a fresh pot of coffee, or bake fresh cookies before buyers arrive 

 Turn on all of the lights in the rooms, open the blinds, and bring the outside in. 

 Set the mood by playing music through the sound system or a music station on TV. 

 Take out your trash and hide the bins (The smell needs to go!) 

 Arrange for your pet to be at a family or neighbors’ home, or secured in a create or 
dog run. 

 Give each room a final check – much like you would at a hotel as you leave. 

 Accents of Color: Decorative pillows, area rugs, art, flower arrangements and towels 
 Texture and Pattern: Throw blankets on sofas or armchairs 
 Accessories: Candle sticks, flowers, greenery, a stack of books, decorative boxes 
 A SENSE of FUN: Stage with games, and set up the chess board, and pool table 
 Greenery and Floral: Add decorative plants & floral to bedside tables, vanities & 

dining tables 
 Set a formal dining table with candles lit. 
 Set your breakfast table with fresh flowers, pastries, a bowl of fruit, & coffee mugs 
 Use art as a focal point, use pairs of candle sticks or matching accessories to create 

symmetry. 
 Use a decorative tray or a stack of coffee table books on the coffee table 
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